Handout 1

Name:_____________

Discussion Questions

Of Mice and Men

John Steinbeck published Of Mice and Men in 1937, during the Great Depression. In this era, many people who were unemployed became migrant workers, working a few months in one place then moving on to another place to find work. Because of the constant migration, migrant workers were unable to have a place of their own. 

Directions: Keep in mind the historical background (mentioned above) while reading Chapter 4. Once you finish reading the chapter, respond to the following questions by connecting your ideas to the historical setting. Be prepared to discuss your responses in class. 

1. Why do George, Lennie, Candy, and Crooks believe that having a piece of land, or space, is important? 

2. Does having land or space of your own guarantee freedom?

3. Curley and his family are landowners: are they free? Do they embody the freedom that George and Lennie aspire to achieve? What is the difference? 

4. Is freedom associated with wealth?

5.    What do you think people felt about freedom during the Great Depression?

Handout 2

Newsletter Project

Of Mice and Men

Directions: Do research on the internet about a historic issue that is discussed in the novel. Some examples of issue may include the Great Depression, laborer conditions, migrant workers, race and gender discrimination, and the treatment of people with disabilities. Once you have gathered information about the issue, create a newsletter reporting the issue as if you were a reporter of the 1930’s. The newsletter must have at least 2 columns of information and a picture. The picture can be downloaded from the internet or may wish to scan your own picture. 

Grading: You will be graded in terms of creativity, organization, research, and the discussion of relevant issues. 

