Technology-based Lesson Plan
Content: John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men (chapters 4-6)

Total Periods: 2     

Grade Level(s): 9th and 10th
	Prior Knowledge (Analysis):



	Students have previously been introduced to the general themes and issues of the novel. Students know the characters, as well as how the characters help develop the themes and issues of the novel. In addition, students are capable to analyze the text and pose critical questions. 



	Objectives (Design):


	Content Standards

	Students will explore and become familiar with historic issues, such as race and gender discrimination, and learn about the effects of the Great Depression by reading chapter 4 of the novel and doing research on the historic issues present in that chapter. 

Students will learn the importance of historical issues, as well as learn how to use Microsoft Word in the creation of a newsletter that incorporates the research in a creative way. 
	Language Arts Content Standard 3.12 - Students will analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historical period. 

NETS Technology Standard 3 - Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity

	Materials and Resources (Development)



	All readings are based on John Steinbeck Of Mice and Men. 

I will be passing out 2 handouts. The first handout enables the student to think about the historical issues, such as the Great Depression. The second handout explains the research/newsletter they will be doing. 

Students will need access to the internet, Microsoft Word, and scanners. Students will use these resources for their research and creation of the historic newsletter. 



	Procedures (Development & Implementation):


	Time

	Day 1

I will start the lesson with important quotes from the novel. These quotes will incite discussion. I will also allow students to see brief part of the movie, Of Mice and Men. This way, students can understand and visualize the historical period. 

I will then inform the students the objectives of today’s lesson. I will pass out the handout they need to complete. 

The activity they are required to complete will allow students to use prior knowledge. For example, they will need to know the characters and issues of the novel in order to make thorough responses. In addition to allowing students to use prior knowledge, the handout also presents new information by enabling students to analyze the students through a historical perspective. 

The handout should promote learning and fulfill the objectives. Through discussion, the students will be able to practice what they learned, as well as reinforce their performance and learning. In addition, the discussion will enable the students to practice what they learned. By thinking about the question of the handout, the students will be able to see the implications and importance of such issues in connection to their lives
Day 2

I will start today’s lessons by showing the students newspaper articles that are from the Great Depression era and that discuss issues present in the novel. 

I will then pass out the handout on the project they need to complete. 

Thinking about yesterday’s discussions, the students will start thinking about how to start their research. By doing research, the students will learn more information. 

Project itself should fulfill the objective. Once students gather their research, they are required to compose a newsletter by using Microsoft Word. Through the creation of the newsletter, students will reinforce their performance and learning, as well as practice what they learned. By creating a newsletter, the student will be able to transmit their own interpretations of the historical period, as well as think how those issue might have affect them. 

If students do not have enough time to complete the assignment, then they will be given the option to finish it as homework or to work on it the next day. 


	10 min

5 min

20 min

15 min

5 min

5 min

20 min

20 min

	Evaluation



	For the first activity, the students will be evaluated in terms of how they respond to the questions they were asked to answer. In addition, I will also note their participation in the class discussion of the questions. I will focus more on how they are able to connect the issue present in the novel to historical events and issues. 

For the newsletter assignment, I will evaluate the students in terms of creativity. A superior newsletter will include historic information, references to today’s times, references to the novel, and organization. A weak newsletter will lack any creativity, have no references to the novel, and the organization is not similar to a newspaper article. 




